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l\Ienace in the Sky 
by: Roger J. Birner and Jerome Clark 

~art l'no 
• 

It was Christmas Eve 1890, and the scene ~as the Tom Lerch farm 
near South Bend, Indiana. Gathered there were mnny neighboro, nmong 
them n lawyer and a minister, who had come to help celebrate a Christ~ 
mas party~ There was nothing to indicate that an incident so fantas~ 
tio. so horrifying that it could not be grasped by the human mind was 
about to occur. 

Lerch had two sons. jim, 23, and Oliver, 20- Around 10 ~.m. llra. 
Lerch asked her younger son to fatch some Viater from the VtZell, a'? she 
was preparing sup~er. Oliver dressed himself warmly, took two ~ails, 
and at eppcd out into the cold night air. 

About five minutes later, a piercing scream came from outside. It 
was Oliver's voice, and after Q moment's hesitation everyone ran out~ 
Sida. 

''Help, help. • .it •s got me ! 1' Oliver scree.n1ed, but he could not 
be seen: his voice seemed to be coming from above. 

Everyone searched desperntely in the chimney, trees. and other 
high ep~ts. Still he could not be found. 

Oliver's footprints in the snow were followed, and it was dis~ 
covered that they led out to about 225 feet, about half the distance 
to the well, and then mysteriously stopped. At the end of the path, 
one of the pails was found, but the other one, like Lerch, had dis~ 
appeared. 

Several minutes later the voice came again, sounding the same 
pitiful cry for help; then it, too, vanished. 

Dea~ite a thorough search, no trace was ever found of young Lerch. 
Theories that he was murdered or carried off by an eagle were scotched. 

Uhat happened? ~as Oliver Lerch swooped up by a lov~ .. flying UFO? 
Let us consider another case, this one occurring about 25 years 

earlier: 
In Hammersley Fork, Pennsylvania, tenants of a hotel run by Uriah 

Hammersley had just finished supper ~hen they noticed a drunkard ~alk­
ing down the street. They ignored him, but several minutes later they 
heard a voice exclaim, ''Damn you, let me go!'' 

SoDe of the townspeople raced outside, only to hear the same 
voice in the sky cursing and demanding to be let go. The drunkard 
could not be seen, and it was discovered that hie boot tracks ended 
nbout 200 yards from the hotel. He v~ae never seen again. 

J-. man named Sid Eubank v1e.s perhaps more fortunate than Vlere Oliver 
Lerch and the hobo. On July 29, 1952, Eubank ~alked into the Enid, 
Oklahoma, police station, trembling amd 11V1hite a.a a sheet .•1 He told the 
desk sergeant, Vern Bennell, that he had-been driving on U.S. Highway 
81, betvJeen Bison and l:Jaukomis, Oklahoma~ when a. huge flying saucer 
swooped down over his automobile and hovered just above it. Then it 
reversed direction a.nd vanished going weatviard. Eubank believed the 
saucer oc~~~pt~ wore trxing 1q kidnaE him~ 

In July 1953 a resident of Fayetteville, North Carolina, George 
Sodder, put up a billboard, upon which the following was written: 
"I offer $5,000 for information about tr1e fate of five children, 
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mysteriously snatched avJ. ay from a burning house, on Christn1ns 1:1orning 
1945. The parents escnped, but ~t first they believed the children 
ha.d perished in the fltunea 1 supposed to be caused by faulty \fJ iring. 
But no remains were found in the ashes. ~ bus driver says he had seen 
balls of fire throVJn on the roof .'1 

\~Je are faced v.· ith only one logical answer: that 'We are ?1.nd have 
been for hundreds of years in an undeclnrcd ~ar with intelligences 
cofilpletely different from anything ~e have ever encountered before. 

Evidence of this state of war goes back to 215 B.C., ~hen blood 
and stones fell from the skies over Rome. T\r~o yeats later, in B.C. 
213, blood fell on the c~ttle market of Ricme. 

In 129 B.C., during peaceful weRther, a huge ball of fire fell 
from the sky and sank a ship, burning all on board. In 105 B.C4 there 
was a. "great noise•'' followed by the fall of globes of fire fron1 tl1e 
sh.7 and the rain of blood. One yeer late:r, e .. fter a n1ysterious aerial 
explosion, blood fell on Italy • 

Blood rained fron1 t11e sl~y for three days in England in the year 
of 89 li.D. AgQin in England, in the year 324 ~.D. blood fell for some 
six hours. 

442 J~.D.: There v;ere r1any flashes oi' lightning over SurrGy, 
England, unexplained acreanJs, and blood fell. 

-,·,e b riefly sununnrize the follovving reports: 
684 ~.D.: Blood, milk and butter fell at various places in Great 

Britaino 
724 A.D. and 766 ~~D.: Tremendous blood falls in York, England • 
878 ~~D.: Blood and flesh fell on Ireland~ 
1194 J~.D,,: '1Huge ravens't dro:Qped ''burning coals'' and started 

many Beauvnis, Frnnce. houses afire~ (One cannot help wondering if 
this account describes an attack by UFOs utilizing a fireball-type 
weapon sim:tla.r to that VJhic!1 pierced a signboard near NevJ Haver1, 
Connecticu·~ ~ on ')..,~ugust 19, 1953.) 

1551 l~~D~: ~1Red roda'1 nnd ''fee .. rful fires'' were seen in the s:ity, 
and th el' e ,., a~ a r ai n of blood & ~ " , 

10~~9 !>Jo'D~: A ''thick, viscous a.lfld putrid'' liquid fell on France. 
In J'uly 1841 blood and flesl1 fell on Lebanon, Tennessee, from a 

srnall red cloud~ A doctor's analysis proved it to be bloodo 
Spring 1850: From a small cloud over Cloverleaf, Virgi~ia, fell 

flesh antl liver. 
July 24 , 1851: l\Ieat fell over an J~rmy station at Ber·1:icin., Ca.1-­

iforni a. 
In Jul:>' 1869, during o.. funeral on a farn1 near r ... os J~ ngc les, it 

rained meat and blood for three minutes. · 
Ayril 20, 1905: Residents of Bull Creek, Califor·nia 1 hea1d 

screams of ri1en, v~omen and cl1ildren in great p~in. Tl1ej,' seers1ed to be 
coming from the sky, but nothing could be seen. 

Tl10 late I\1.K. Jessup, an o.stronon1e r of some repute, suggested in 
his book The Case for the Y._:[O, that hostile UFO beings have kidnapped 
various persons and that their ren1ains 11ave fallen in the forn1 of 
blood or flesh~ hs fantastic as this hypothesis mieht be, it seems to 
fit the kno~n facts. 

The sea, as \ell as tl1e sky, has a peculiar attraction to hostile 
UFO occupants, for the n1oat authenticated disappearances are thoa e of 
ship cre¥J.s; the nun1ber of such occurrences is beyond esti1!1ation. Son1e 
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of these are mentioned below: 
On February 28, 1855, the ship ~lfl~.e~.1},,01111 ca1~1e across the James 

9
2
heste:t in the n1id-J~tlantic. The .C!.Q.:~~.;c~;.'s 'riggin~ '~: As badly tnngled 

and the deck dieo1~dcred. No one ansv1ered the l\Iarf\~hon's l1ail, and so 
the Chester wns boarded. -

....... I la I 2 k Ci anq P 

There WRS nobody on board, but there was evidence of wild die~ 
order; hovvever, no trace of blood could b.e foundc~ The con1pnss ~.nd 
papers were missing, but ench lifeboat was in it~ proper plnce, nnd 

• • none were missing. 
No tr~co was ever found of the crew; apperently it had dia~p~ 

peered from the face of the enrth. 
During the year l88J., tr.le British ship Ellen Auatj.n came upon an 

--- -:we:•:s 22 -0 .. _ 

ab~ndoned derelict. It was in pe~fect shape, and there waa no nppar~ 
ent reaaon for the crew to le~ve it. A snlvage crew wna put aboard 
and VJas ordered to make the trip to St. John ls NcwfoundlandJ Canada, 
where it v~ould n1ee t v~ith the Ellen .. ,ustin. - - ----Several tlaya later the two ship~ once again encountered each 
other, and thG ]Jllen ~'•ustin di~covcred that the salvage crevJ, like 
the one before i't '-had v~i'i'iehcd v~ i th out a trace 1 

The answer to the fate of four nen who manned the Seven Hunters' 
Lighthouse, on the Flannan Islands, has never been solved, either. In 
Decerribcr of 1900, a. rcJ.i ef ship finally n1ade it through, af tar being 
deJ.ayed bece .. us e of storms. The relief nlen discovered that the door 
had bean shut and ba~rod, and they received no reply to their hails 
and knocks. The door was b~ttered down, and inside the fire was out. 
the clcol{ stopped and the men gone .. The last entry in tho log was 
dAtcd December 14. Everything e:se appeared to be in proper order, 
and only the oil ekins al'1d sea boot a of tvJo of the men were missing • 

On October 3, 1902, the Ge:r!flan bark XrE!m shipped off from 
llanzenillo, on the we~t coaat of liexico, bouLd for Punta hrenas. On 
the 20t11 sl1e was fott11cl e.t sea, ly~. !1.g on her side. There VJas not ~ 
soul on board~ The da te on the captain's wall calendar wns October 
4, i.ndicati11g that calamity had strucl<: soon After the ship had left 
port. The wcath3r had b~e~ perfect during the voyage; there was no 
indicati on as to the cause of the d~s ~ster. 

Tre?~gcdy st rucl{ thE· ship pu:r.,~1.ne;, ~~,p_9.a11 on February 4, 1948. The 
dying rf'.dio ope:i"?~J~o .r ~cnt e"n S.OoS. sayit1g, •tcaptnin dead in cha.rt­
foo1n" •••• 1Jl1olc crc\lv deac~ .••. :.' I die .••• '' ·":*hen rescue ships e.rr.i ved, 
they fou4d every r:1E:' n1ber of the crevv dae.d, wit~ his fe.ce tur~1ed up .. 
wc.r ~\ and a locl;: of 11orror or anguish on it . E"';en the ship's r.1ascot, 
a dog~ was i~ouncJ. G.ead vvi th its teeth bared. !r~.l.:£ vv fl? ... £~~4i.J.1.£ .t Q ,i ~ .. 
di oatc hov~ they he,j died. The sea vvas deto·rn1irled to l{eep ·tbe secret 

_ _ , ttl' & I. t ., ._ ~ · • U •'- •• ~- \ • -----

f' ro.n1 n1an, hovvover, for v~hcn the tow-lin.c \~as ntto.nl1?d to tho sl1ip, 
the; engi n~ si~ n.rt cd on fire and blev• u.p, dost royi ng the VJ hole ere.ft. 

,•t what -were the crew staring wr.len they died? vbviously son1e­
thing in the eky -- n UFO? 

The NavJ York "~iorJ .. d-To~,~g,;-anJ. §.lld Sun for Novcn1ber 11, 1955, de-. 
scribes tho strange disappearance of the crew and passengers of the 
cabin cruiser Jo:tita. found near Somoao ··~a in similar ca.sea~ none of 

2 I 0 I 

the 25 persons aboa~d ~ere ever found. 
The n1ost astonisl1ing co.es disappearance on land occurred aor11e 

time in Noven1ber 1930 in n tiny Eskimo village near Lako J~njikuni, 
Canada. . , 

Trapper Joe Labelle ceme into the village expecting to be 
• .. 

• 
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greeted by the Eskimos who lived there, as he had been there many 
times before nnd was n friend of theirs, Only silence greeted his hail 
of friendship. 

Labelle searched from tent to tent for an hour, but ha could find 
no on.e. Nothing else hE:.d been disturbccl; he found blankets with needle 
and thrcRd still in them, and the rifles, wl1ich were co·naidorod prize 
poaE.tesaiona nn1ong the E6kimoa, v1e~e stilJ. tr1ore. \"hat Esl{imo in hie 
rigl1t n1ind v~ ouJ. d cnrelaasly len·vc his gun to rust in the cold, wet 
enov~ a? . 

.'ltbout a hundred yards frotn the cnn1p, aoven dogs were found. They 
.. had been tiGd to a post and had starved to donth, as a pathologist's 

. report later ehowod. On the other aide of tl1e cu1np, Le~bellc nnd several 
llount i es f.o und e gre .. va, VJhero a n1en:ber of the villago had boen buriod 
under n. ce .. i rn of ato nea, e.. ctiet om among Eskimos. Ho\~ evor, to their 

• 

... 

aetoniahmcnt they .found the grave had been opened and the body removed • 
Tha stones were ne~tly stacked in t~o piles. ~mong Eskimos, grave-rob~ 
bing is strictly tabou end completely unforgivnble. 

1~s 1I. K. Jessup e.aka, ''hlay·be the l\iountiea nlv~ ays get their men, 
but ere they now dec-.ling with a 1:1r:'4rnuding UFO?'' . 

• 
Tha following incident, although f antastic, is considered ~uthan~ 

tic by most UFO researchers. If it is true, it could ~ell explain some 
of the strnnge disnp~GRrances recorded throughout history. 

.. 
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Lntc on the night of Doccmbar 20, 1958, t wo young Swedes, Hane 
Gustaveson, 25, nnd Stig Rydberg, 30, were roturning fron n dAnce when, 
near Domsten, they saw a landed saucer, which wna 16 feet in diRmeter 
and nbout 3 feet 3 inches in height. ''It rested on three sort of legs. 
The crnft was self-illuminating, but the glare was neither bli~ding nor 
warming. In the center of the li~ht, we thought ~e c ~ uld dietinruieh a 
dnrker core.'' 

Suddenly four lead-grny beings amerced end grebbed tho two men. 
~lthoueh the occupnnte were only ~bout four feet hich, they were sur­
priei11g ly strong. ''They clutched firn1ly on to us and VJanted to drr.>~g us 
tow~rda the crnft, and we h~d to mobilize every resource to free our­
selves. It vJns difficult to defond 011oself, because one got no ree l 
hold on the jellylike crentures.'' The intruders smelled like ''stcle 
n1crsh. '' .. 

Gustavsson, ~.ho hnd four of the bei nc;s clinging to him, hung on to 
n pole, and the creatures concentrated on him. Rydberg esccped to his 
cr.r e"nd honked the horn lil:e nn nlarr:1 •• '.ftcr this, the occupc,nts let go 
of Gustaveson nnd re~ontcred their crcft, which then took off e~iftly 
from the cround. · 

Dr. Olavo Fontes, v;riting in tho .~.:e· .R.O. Bulletin for Novon1bcr 
----.. •=•as., a*'--.--

1960 ~ wnrna th~t invnsion fron outer space will come ~·~ and soon. Fort 
a~d others have recorded flying saucer aichtings whicn · occurred hun­
d:t·ed s nnd even thousands of yer.1·s a.co. But th~ se rcpc rt a c:.re sparse, 
nothing like tho ''flaps'' of recent years. Since 194? "chore has boon a 
tremendous concontration of reports from all ovor the world. Today we 
arc eoeinc the end of this preliminary mapping and CAploration. In the 
future v1e cnn cxp,ect these extraterrostriela to malce dofinit o plans as 
to their~ intentions tow~rd us, whothor they be friendly or hostile. 
From the avidence we heve cited, we are nfraid the latter intention 
will be the correct one. Other than a number of contact claims, which 
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are probably spurious, thare is no renson to believe the UFOs have 
any interest in our affnira, other thnn thnt connected with our abil~ 

· ity to a ttack or to defend ourselves. It is interesting to note, for 
instance, tha large number of sicl1tincs made over n1ilitary bases and 
defense plants. 

-

• 

.. 

• 

Ge11er al Douglas luac"·,rtl1ur once eai d, ''The ne?. ti one of the world 
may have to band together, for tl1e next wnr v~ill be an interplanetary 
one. '1 

.\ ie cen only hope thct his ~arnine hns not come too late • 
• 

Letters to the Editor 

Dear Tim: 
Thank ycu for your lntest lettor, received t~o deys nco. 
I received your second bulletin two or three weeks ago. It'e 

great. The articles were all first class; I congratulate yoa and 
your staff and all who contributed to the bulletin. 

Concerning the letter from ''l~ Prs.s t Researcher'• in your ''Lett ere 
to the Editor'' section, two things t1re puzzling me. First, the 
writer of this letter says, ''I just received tl letter from T.G. Beck· 
ley ••• '' If you sent him a letter, why don't you know his name ~nd 
address? Surely the number of peo~le to whom you write is not so very 
great! Second, why did he reply to Bi 11 :~shbay and not to you? 

Thank you for I.N.S. Supplement number one. I found it very 
interesting indeed, ••• '' Yours, n friend in UFOlogy. Peter Boxon, 
Loughborough, Leics., Englnnd. 

II Thank you for your kind letter, :Peter. ,~; e e,.re glad you enjoyed 
our last try at a publication. First of all, the CRrd was sent to 
Bill ,'.ahbay nln1oat 2, n1onth r:..fter I v~rotc this ''Past Researcher.'' I 
havo n cood idea who he mny be. However, I don!t feol that I shculd 
tell my members when this person indicates that he doea not w~nt his 
n~~1c kno~n. If he had, he would have signed hie letter. He probably 
sent tha letter to Bill becnuse he thought it would never get to me, 
for if it did, I v~ould surely remember VJho he v~ as. 

UFO SIGHTINGS 

Report #1 Object Sighted by ~irplano Pilots • 

On llcy 21, 1962, over Traunton, Somerset, England, Captain 
Gordon Pendleton and his plane ta first officer, Peter l\Iurphy, aav; a 
flying saucer travelling at 500 m.p.h. Captein Pendleton was the 
first to sight the object, as he was trRVGlling from Cork to Brussele 
via /~er Lingua Plane. ''I have never seen nnythinc like it 11 v,t r.~s !1is 
reply to nevJsn1en vvho questioned hin1 about the sie:hti. ng~ Tl1e object 
passed ne~rly 3,000 feet underneath the plane, wh~ch w ~s nt 14JOOO 

"' .. feet. None of the sixty p~ssengers sr> .. w it, nor did the Ste\".1ardsssee. 
Peter 11urphy described it as '' le.rge, brown, irregularly ahr .. ped and 
with antonnaes. It was smaller than a Viscount and was travelling at 
more than 500 n1.p.h. 11 (continued on next page) 
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